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Fisheries of the Northwest Cerritories 


REAT Slave Lake is the hub of the commercial 

fisheries ofthe Northwest Territories. There 
was an increasingy'fishery effort on and around the 
lake during the past summer and winter seasons. 
Two new freight boats aided in the betterment of 
fish transportation facilities. Two ice-houses and 
packing plants were completed, one at Ptarmigan 
Point on the north shore near Yellowknife and the 
other at Dawson Landing on the south-east shore. 


The total fish production from the lake for 
1952-53 was 7,224,110 pounds -- whitefish 
4,006,977 pounds; lake trout, 2,999,711 pounds; 
inconnu, 141,907 pounds and other species, 75,515 
pounds. : 


The radio telephones andecho sounding equip- 
ment on the two patrol boats of the Department of 
Fisheries of Canada, M.V. Daphnia and M.V. 
Mareca, rendered valuable service to the fishing 
industry as well as to the Department itself. Over- 
due freighters and fishing boats were located, and 
immediate assistance was obtained for them. In 
addition new fishing grounds were discovered which 
might otherwise not have been found by the fisher- 
men's efforts alone. 


SUMMER SEASON, 1952 


During the 1952 summer season, 183 licensed 
fishermen operated from 56 boats. Fishing com- 
panies and fishing boats employed more natives than 
during any previous year. A total of 27 commercial 
fishing permits were issued to Indians, and the 
number of native shore workers increased by more 
than 50 per cent. 


Although strong and persistent winds pre- 
vented fishermen from taking the full summer quota 
of 4,700,000 pounds of fish, the season was satis- 
factory. Trout accounted for 60.4 per cent of the 
production of 4,114,456 pounds. This species 
brought the fishermen 12 cents per pound compared 


with eight cents for whitefish, which made up the 
major part of the balance. 


WINTER SEASON, 1952-53 


The 1952-53 winter season was the mildest 
experienced in the Northwest Territories, making 
the production of frozen fish and transportation 
more difficult. Nevertheless 376 licensed commer- 


Departmental ''Bombadier" at Great Slave 


cial fishermen enjoyed, on the average, a most 
successful winter season in terms of poundage 
landed, although lower prices reduced the net ears.- 


ings. 


The total landings for the 1952-53 winter sea- 
son were 3,019,654 pounds. Whitefish was the 
dominant species with 2, 383, 396 pounds. Lake trout 
accounted for 528,526 pounds; inconnu, 140,772 
pounds, and other species, 56,960 pounds. 


Several small lakes in the vicinity of Great 
Slave were opened to commercial fishing during the 


winter season. From these 13 licensed fishermen 
produced 57,476 pounds of pickerel, whitefish and 


TABLE 1 


Total Production By Areas for 1952-53 


Whitefish Lake Trout Inconnu Others Totals 
Area 1 700,274 310, 314 55,189 52,579 P13, 356 
Area 2 1,501, 366 699, 348 52,679 9,894 AOS peo 
Area 3 PeeaZ O22 1,284,425 29,241 10, 677 2,436, 365 
Area 4 693,315 705, 624 4,798 2,365 1,406, 102 
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Whitefish Lake Trout Inconnu Others Totals 
Area 1 51, 50% 190, 044 5, 994 247, 545 
Area 2 458,428 437, 622 1S OY gi) 2,543 899, 668 
Area 3 649, 605 1, 182,475 9, 525 1, 841, 605 
Area 4 464, 041 661, 044 60 493 1,125, 638 
Total 1, 623, 581 2,471,185 pe LENS 18,555 4,114,456 


lake trout. This was made up as follows: Kakisa 
Lake, 35,904 pounds yellow pike; MacDonald Lake 
17,427 pounds whitefish and lake trout, and Frank 
Lake, 4,145 pounds whitefish. 


Observers believe that there is a distinct 
possibility that more ofthe many thousands of small 
lakes lying within 50 miles of the present major 
fishing grounds will be commercially fished in fu- 
ture seasons. 


The production from the summer and winter 
seasons was marketed in the fresh and frozen state 
on the Chicago, Detroit and New York markets. 
The total marketed value exceeded $1, 750, 000. 


The breakdown of the marketing of the Great 
Slave Lake production for 1952-53 was as follows: 


Whitefish, fresh dressed, 1,224,500 pounds; 
frozen dressed, 225,200 pounds; fresh round, 
1,247,500 pounds; frozen round, 584,400 pounds, 
fillets, 295,700 pounds. 


Lake Trout, fresh dressed, 1,473,000 pounds; 
frozen dressed 339,700 pounds; fresh round, 13,700 
pounds; frozen round, 9,900 pounds; fillets, 
355,100 pounds. Inconnu, fresh dressed, 10,500 
pounds; frozen dressed, 3,600 pounds; fresh round, 
72,500 pounds; frozen round, 55,300 pounds. Pike, 
fresh dressed, 5,000 pounds; frozen dressed, 
19,600 pounds; fresh round, 18,700 pounds; frozen 


round, 24,700 pounds. Pickerel, fresh round, 
6,400 pounds; frozen round, 36, 300 pounds. 


Landed value of the 1952 summer season catch 
was $336, 647, and the marketed value $1,166,575. 
The catch of the 1952-53 season brought $217, 042 
to the fishermen, and had a marketed value of 
$594, 543. 


BELUGA OR WHITE WHALE 


The summer of 1952 saw the greatest devel- 
opment of this new fishery in the waters of Hudson 
Bay and the Churchill River. A total of 699 animals 
were taken by Eskimo, Indian and white hunters. 
In 1952, a temporary increase to 700 was permitted 
as the original quota of 600 was filled well before 
the end of the season from the plentiful supply in 
the area. Twenty-eight hunters, mostly local res- 
idents, were paid $1 per foot length of beluga cap- 
tured. Beluga average about 10 feet in length and 
900 pounds in weight. One Eskimo hunter captured 
283 animals, well over one-third of the entire pro- 
duction, 


Aerial surveys of the belugas were made with 
the co-operation of the R.C.A.F. in an attempt to 
determine the extent of the herds. No evidence is 
yet available concerning the winter quarters of the 
beluga which leave the Churchill area of Hudson Bay 
in late September prior to freeze-up. 


The captured animals are taken to a plant at 
Churchill where they are rendered into oil and 
meal. No attempt has yet been made to utilize the 
hide ofthe belugas which is known to produce a very 
good grade of belting and lace leather. 


TABLE 3 


Production of 1952-53 Winter Season 


Whitefish Lake Trout Inconnu Others Totals 
Area 1 648, 767 20,270 55,189 46,585 870, 811 
Area 2 1,042,938 261,726 51, 604 T; JDL 1,363, 619 
Area 3 462,417 101,950 a a i iS2 594,760 
Area 4 229,274 44,580 4,738 eS ii 280, 464 | 
Total 2, 383, 396 528, 526 140,772 56,960 3,109, 654 


